NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING
Park Board of Trustees of the City of Galveston
Beach Maintenance Advisory Committee
Friday, March 17, 2017 at 8:30 a.m.
Park Board Plaza, Board Room - First Floor
601 Tremont Street, Galveston, Texas 77550

I. Call Meeting To Order
II. Pledge Of Allegiance
III. Roll Call And Declaration Of A Quorum
IV. Conflict Of Interest Declarations
V. Requests To Address The Committee
The public shall be allowed to address the Committee regarding one or more agenda or nonagenda items. All requests to address the Board must be submitted in writing to the Board
Reporter the day of the Board meeting. Each person shall be limited to three (3) minutes
regardless of the number of items addressed.
VI. Approval Of Minutes
Documents:
BMAC MINUTES FEBRUARY 17, 2017.PDF
VII. Presentation On Washed Ashore Exhibit Opportunities (K. De Schaun, 10minutes)
Documents:
WASHED ASHORE PRICING.PDF
VIII. Presentation On Water Quality Initiatives (CVB, 10 Minutes)
Documents:
BEACH WATER BACTERIA INFOGRAPHIC.PDF
BEACH WATER BACTERIA NEWS RELEASE 022217.PDF
IX. Beach Maintenance Provider White Paper (J.Lee & R. Trevino, 15minutes)
Documents:
1. BEACH MAINTENANCE WHITE PAPER OUTLINE --DRAFT--.PDF
X. Present USACE Beach Maintenance Permit Terms And Conditions ( R. Trevino, 10
Minutes)
Documents:
1. GPBOT USACE BM INFO.PDF

X. Present USACE Beach Maintenance Permit Terms And Conditions ( R. Trevino, 10
Minutes)
Documents:
1. GPBOT USACE BM INFO.PDF
2. FOR DISTRIBUTION PERMIT SWG-2014-00448 - USACE - 03-01-2017
EXPIRES 12-31-2022.PDF
XI. Update On Efforts To Support The Park Boards Projects Listed On The RESTORE Draft List
(K. De Schaun & R. Trevino, 10minutes)
XII. Federal And State Legislative Update (K. De Schaun & R. Trevino, 10minutes)
Documents:
2017 GALVESTON PARK BOARD FEDERAL AGENDA.PDF
2017 TEXAS CHAPTER STATE LOBBY CARD.PDF
XIII. Review Of Beach Nourishment Educational Materials (K. De Schaun, 5minutes)
Documents:
1. BEACH NOUR RACK CARD.PDF
2. BEACH NOUR SIGNS.PDF
3. HDR BEACH PROCESS SLIDES.PDF
XIV. Update On TX ASBPA Luncheon Held In Austin (Jerry Mohn, 5minutes)
Documents:
1. TX CHAPTER OF THE ASBPA AGENDA MARCH 8 2017.PDF
2. TXSBPA 2017 SYMPOSIUM_CALL FOR ABSTRACTS.PDF
3. 2017 TXASBPA FIELD TRIP.PDF
XV. Future Agenda Items
XVI. Announcements
XVII. Adjournment
I certify that the above Notice of Meeting was posted in a place convenient to the public, in accordance with Chapter
551 of the Texas government Code, on Monday, March 13, 2017 before 5:00 p.m.
Approved
Approved as
to Format
______E Mail________
______Verbal________
Rocky Sullivan
Kelly de
Schaun
Vice Chair, BMAC
Park
Board Executive Director
_____E - Mail_________
Joyce Calver McLean
Chair, Park Board of Trustees
Please Note Members of the City Council may be attending and participating in the discussion.
In accordance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons in need of a special accommodation
to participate in this proceeding shall, within three (3) days prior to any proceeding, contact the Park Board Administration
Office, 601 Tremont, Galveston Texas 77550 (409 - 797 - 5147)

TIER 1: $97,445

TIER 2: $164,785

TIER 3: $320,000

6 months of Exhibit

8 months of Exhibit

12 months of Exhibit

8-10 Sculptures & Wall Exhibit Pieces

11-14 Sculptures & Wall Exhibit Pieces

15-20 Sculptures & Wall Exhibit pieces

Installation & de-installation with specialized crew

Installation & de-installation with specialized crew

Installation & de-installation with specialized crew

Educational and professional signage

Educational and professional signage

Educational and professional signage

Retail items for sale

Retail items for sale

Retail items for sale

Exhibit walk-thru for docents/volunteers

Training and education of docents/volunteers

Training and education of docents/volunteers

Artist available for 'Meet the Artist' during opening

Artist available for 'Meet the Artist' during opening

1 public slide lecture presentation by a Washed
Ashore Project Executive.

1 public slide lecture presentation of The Washed
Ashore Project, by Angela H. Pozzi

1 day community workshop

3 day teacher workshop

1 public slide lecture presentation by a Washed
Ashore Project Executive.

Marine debris education center set-up.
Cost for each additional month $15,500.

Cost for each additional month $20,000

Cost for each additional month $26,250.

Note: Other customized, lower-priced options are available. Exhibits under 6 months with small sculptures and wall pieces only are also available. Specific Sculpture selection is
based on availability. In-bound shipping is not included in above pricing.
Host organization will provide security for the exhibit, increase in existing insurance policy to cover the exhibit, and pay room and board for a three-person crew plus artist for
installation and removal.
Commissioned Sculptures: Custom pieces can be built and left on permanent display. Rates for these special sculptures: $75,000—$150,000.
Contact:
Angela Haseltine Pozzi — Executive Director & Lead Artist
Angela@artula.org
360-991-3891

Frank Rocco — Marketing Director
FrankRocco@WashedAshore.org
415-847-1239
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What You Need to Know About Beach Water Bacteria
GALVESTON COUNTY, Texas – As the weather warms and millions of Texans plan trips to the beach, the Galveston
County Health District (GCHD) offers information about the often misunderstood Vibrio vulnificus “flesh-eating”
bacteria.
About Vibrio vulnificus
Vibrio vulnificus is not associated with pollution and is not unique to the Gulf of Mexico, Texas or Galveston. The bacteria
is naturally present in salt and brackish water around the world. Infections from Vibrio vulnificus are rare and typically
affect people with pre-existing health conditions who had open cuts or sores when they came into contact with the
bacteria.
More than 10 million people visited Texas beaches in 2015 and less than 0.00035% acquired Vibrio vulnificus. Most of
those who get infections recover without long-term health consequences. By comparison, 100 times as many people
were killed in vehicle crashes in Texas during the same year.
“The average person is far more likely to be killed in a car accident driving to a beach than they are to get an infection
from the water,” said Dr. Philip Keiser, Galveston County Local Health Authority. “As with any activity that involves
Mother Nature, there is always going to be risk and groups of people who are more vulnerable than others.”
Pre-existing Conditions
People with diabetes, liver disease, cancer or other immune suppressing conditions who swim in natural bodies of water
with open cuts or sores are at an increased risk for Vibrio vulnificus. Healthy people are extraordinarily less likely to get
an infection than the ill.
“Immune compromising conditions put people at a far greater risk of infection from any source,” Dr. Keiser continued.
“So, it’s not surprising that cases of Vibrio vulnificus we’ve investigated at the Galveston County Health District involved
such conditions.”
Precautions
Swimming in natural bodies of water anywhere comes with risk. To reduce it, beachgoers with open cuts or sores,
especially those with pre-existing conditions, should avoid swimming or check with their doctor first.

People who suffer cuts while in natural bodies of water anywhere should immediately leave the water, thoroughly clean
the wound and do not return until the wound heals. It’s important to keep an eye on the area for infection or swelling. If
either occur, medical attention should be obtained immediately. Vibrio vulnificus infections are treatable, especially if
caught early. Wearing water shoes while swimming and gloves or waders while fishing can help prevent cuts.
Texas Beach Watch
Texas Beach Watch advisories are NOT for “flesh-eating bacteria,” rather Enterococcus, a bacteria commonly found in
rainwater runoff. Advisories typically last 48 hours and can be avoided by moving a few blocks to a beach that’s not
under advisory. Although infection from Enterococcus is also rare and often less serious than Vibrio vulnificus, the same
risk factors apply and same precautions should be followed. Visit www.gchd.org/beachwatch for more information
about Texas Beach Watch.
Research the Facts
GCHD encourages people to speak with their doctor or research facts online from sources like the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, Texas Department of State Health Services or www.gchd.org/beachwater.
“Vibrio vulnificus is one of many threats that deserve attention but not overreaction,” Dr. Keiser continued.
###
Public Health Services · Coastal Health & Wellness · Emergency Medical Services · Animal Resource Center
The Galveston County Health District (GCHD) is the local public health agency for Galveston County, Texas.
GCHD provides services and programs that protect the everyday health and well-being of Galveston County.
P.O. Box 939 La Marque, Texas 77568 • (409) 938-7221

www.gchd.org

Galveston Park Board of Trustees
Beach Cleaning / Seaweed Relocation Concession Program
Whitepaper Outline
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Background & Overview
Description of Approved Action:
The approved action is to perform beach maintenance activities in waters of the United States. Beach
maintenance activities are defined as the removal of seaweed (Sargassum spp.) and / or large debris
using heavy machinery below the mean high tide waterline. The approved action was determined to
be subject to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
and requiring a USACE permit.
The approved action required a DA permit to work within the action area; jurisdictional waters below
the mean high tide waterline. The approved action also includes traversing non-jurisdictional areas of
the beach to access and to transport and dispose of seaweed and / or large debris. The project area
includes both jurisdictional and non-jurisdictional areas. Therefore, there was a possibility of
interactions and/ or lethal take with listed species as a result of the action. The Service has provided
reasonable and prudent measures to avoid these interactions as described below. The Service has also
provided “take”, to avoid penalties of Section 9 of the ESA if an interaction occurs.
Beach maintenance has been carried out by Galveston Island Park Board of Trustees on Galveston Island
for several years. This practice was suspended until completion of the necessary environmental
compliance and permits. In the interim, beach maintenance activities were being performed manually
(e.g., trash pickup by hand), without the use of mechanized equipment and not under a DA permit from
the USACE.
Beach maintenance activities will be conducted annually as described in the biological assessment. The
USACE’s permit will be valid for five years until December 31, 2022. If activities are to continue beyond
the expiration date of a DA permit, the Park Board will need to file for an extension of the permit and reinitiate consultation with the Service.
The Park Board is permitted to conduct beach maintenance activities including:
1. Grooming the beaches, including the removal of all non-natural material such as trash and
debris including lumber, plastic, bottles, cans, etc.., from the beach and disposing them
appropriately.
2. Relocation of Sargassum or seaweed during extraordinary circumstances determined by the
TAMUG Wrack Scale greater than 3.0, or at least 10% of the template described in the Biological
Assessment.
The Park Board is permitted to use the following methods of removal and relocation:
1.
2.
3.
4.

mechanized beach rakes;
front loaders with bucket level control (float mechanism) to prevent scouring;
manual labor with hand tools;
Off-site transport of collected materials by wheeled truck.

Background & Overview
This work involves removing all non-natural material, debris, and flotsam from the beach and disposing
of it in an approved sanitary landfill. It also includes relocating and placing seaweed on the beach above
the mean high tide and relocating seaweed and sand from the drivable portion of the beach to the
vegetation line or the fore dune line.
Beach maintenance is conducted at different times seasonally during a period of the day when visitation
is lowest so as to minimize conflict between maintenance crews and the public’s utilization of the
beaches. Some beaches on Galveston Island are maintained more frequently during peak visitor
seasons (March through September) due to the increased accumulation of trash and seaweed during
this same period. Between October through February (non-peak visitor season), the beach is typically
maintained infrequently. Because of low public use during winter months, maintenance frequency is
only as often as is necessary. The presence of storms can also affect the timing and duration of needed
beach maintenance.
The Park Board has agreed to the following conservation measures while conducting it’s beach
maintenance activities:
The Park Board will require all personnel involved in beach maintenance activities to receive training
each year, prior to their involvement in cleaning activities, familiarizing them with protected resources
in the Action Area, how to recognize and avoid impacts to sea turtles and shorebirds, and how to report
any sightings to the Park Board Wildlife Monitor. Additionally, the Park Board will require all Wildlife
Monitors to receive an initial training and refresher course each year from Service-approved trainers.
(E.g. TAMUG, Padre Island National Seashore (PAIS))
The Park Board will use the Wrack Scale to determine thresholds for commencing seaweed maintenance
activities; Sargassum (Seaweed) Cleaning Policy: Sargassum collection will only occur when the
Sargassum on the wrack line exceeds 10% of the beach template. Sargassum collection will only occur
between the Mean High Tide line and the landward 3 foot contour line. The Park Board will consult with
the Beach Maintenance Advisory Committee (BMAC) on Best Maintenance Practices;
The Park Board and Contracted beach maintenance staff will use a “Beach rake” and / or a front loader
with bucket modifications (e.g. bucket level control indicator); Staff will use wheeled loaders with
loaders set above grade to remove only the top of the wrack line. Beach grooming machinery will not
operate in the tidal or swash zone. A wrack line at the high tide mark will remain after beach grooming
is complete for the day. The beaches will not be scraped, gouged or scoured. Heavy equipment such as
Road Grader / Maintainers, Skid Steer and others are prohibited, as are the use of heavy construction
equipment or other heavy-tracked equipment.
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Incidental Take Statement:
Section 9 of the Act and federal regulation pursuant to section 4(d) of the Act prohibit the take of
endangered and threatened species, respectively, without special exemption. Take is defined as to
harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture or collect, or to attempt to engage in any
such conduct. Harm is further defined by the Service to include significant habitat modification or
degradation that results in death or injury to listed species by significantly impairing essential behavioral
patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering. Harass is defined by the Service as intentional or
negligent actions that create the likelihood of injury to listed species to such an extent as to significantly
disrupt normal behavior patterns which include, but are not limited to, breeding, feeding or sheltering.
Incidental take is defined as take that is incidental to, and not the purpose of, the carrying out of an
otherwise lawful activity. Under the terms of section 7(b)(4) and section 7(o)(2), taking that is incidental
to and not intended as part of the agency action is not considered to be prohibited taking under the Act
provided that such taking is in compliance with the terms and conditions of this incidental take
statement.
Reasonable & Prudent Measures/ Terms & Conditions:
The Service believed the following reasonable and prudent measures are necessary and appropriate to
minimize take of nesting and hatchling sea turtles and non-breeding piping plovers in the Park Board
beach maintenance area.
In order to be exempt from the prohibitions of section 9 of the Act, the USACE included the following
terms and conditions, which implement the reasonable and prudent measures described above and
outline required reporting/monitoring requirements. These terms and conditions are non-discretionary.
1. Implement all Conservation Measures in the permit as agreed upon and listed above.
2. Submit a summary report from the Park Board to the USACE and CCESFO annually in January.
This summary report should include measures implemented during project activities, success of
such measures, incidences, and any recommendations on improvements to those measures.
Reports should be sent to: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Corpus Christi Ecological Services Field
Office, ATTN: Field Supervisor, 4444 Corona, and Corpus Christi, Texas 78411.
Sea Turtles:
1. Reports:
a. Prior to March 1st of each year, the Park Board will submit an annual sea turtle
monitoring plan to the Service and USACE for approval. This plan shall contain
information on how the Park Board will ensure compliance with the Terms and
Conditions and Reasonable and Prudent Measures for listed species.
b. An annual follow-up report will be provided to the Service and the USACE prior
to January 1 of each year containing a summary of the number of turtles and/or
nests found that year by species, a map depicting the location of each nest, and
the number of turtles taken, if any, by species.

Background & Overview

2. Wildlife Monitors:
a. must be trained in response to the presence of listed species in the action area,
and that all parties involved in beach maintenance activities must be trained in
the identification and response to sightings of listed species, avoidance and
minimization strategies.
b. must be educated in identifying sea turtles, sea turtle tracks and nests, piping
plovers, and red knots, and fully understand the endangered species protection
measures detailed in the incidental take statement.
c. All training will be arranged with a Service-approved agency or facility (e.g.
TAMUG, PAIS) prior to the general sea turtle nesting season. The Park Board
will arrange for annual refresher training for existing beach maintenance staff
and provide new hires and Wildlife Monitors with sea turtle and piping plover
and red knot identification and response training.
3. Beaches that are to be regularly maintained will require a two-part monitoring plan. To
avoid impacts to undetected sea turtle nests, all beaches that will be intermittently
maintained during the sea turtle nesting season need to be patrolled daily by existing
sea turtle patrollers. This is likely already the case. The Service currently permits Texas
A&M Galveston (TAMUG) who are coordinated by the Turtle Island Restoration Network
(TIRN) in Galveston. The Park Board should coordinate with TIRN to ensure all proposed
beach areas that will be maintained during the sea turtle nesting season are patrolled
daily. Sea turtle patrols are funded by the State of Texas. This reasonable and prudent
measure only requires coordination as described below.
a. First, the beaches will be patrolled daily by sea turtle patrols during the sea
turtle nesting season, between March 15th through October 1st. The Park
Board will coordinate with ongoing sea turtle nest detection and protection
programs on Galveston Island to ensure daily sea turtle patrols by qualified
persons are carried out from April 15 to July 15 (peak sea turtle nesting season)
on all beaches that will be subject to beach maintenance practices.
b. Second, there must be a trained Park Board Wildlife Monitor accompanying the
beach maintenance crews. The Park Board will ensure that a Park Board
Wildlife Monitor accompanies beach maintenance equipment at all times that
seaweed removal is conducted. The monitor will not be the equipment
operator. The Wildlife Monitor monitors the beach ahead of the maintenance
crew, and responds appropriately when detecting or being alerted to, the
presence of listed species or indications of sea turtle nests, stranded sea turtles,
or sea turtles taken by beach maintenance activities. Park Board Wildlife
Monitors will direct beach maintenance crews and modify their activities as
necessary to ensure that these sea turtles specimens and associated evidence is
not destroyed or compromised. Wildlife Monitors will work in collaboration
with certified sea turtle patrollers (e.g., from TAMUG or TIRN).
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4.

Sea turtle nesting season is between March 15th through October 1st. Nests can be
detected by finding tracks and following the tracks to the nest, or rarely, by seeing a
nesting sea turtle coming out or returning to the Gulf. Live, injured or dead stranded
sea turtles may found year round.
5. If sea turtle tracks are found, and the NOAA Lab or other scientific permit holder is
immediately notified, and the tracks and presumptive nesting area is marked, and can
be preserved and avoided, beach cleaning activities may continue on site. Response to
finding sea turtle tracks, or live nesting sea turtles will be provided during training. A
standard methodology for documenting dead or stranded sea turtles will be also be
provided during the training of Wildlife Monitors. Wildlife Monitors have the
responsibility to ensure that evidence intrinsic to the nesting event, stranding event, or
take is not disturbed.
6. Beach maintenance vehicles operating between dusk and dawn (one hour after sunset
to one hour before sunset) should avoid the use of artificial lighting. Manual pick up
and disposal of beach trash is the preferred method in early pre-dawn or post-dusk
hours. Maintenance activities may occur in the early pre-dawn hours. Monitoring and
maintenance schedules will be coordinated to facilitate a survey of the area prior to and
during the ongoing activities. Work will commence after a Park Board Wildlife Monitors
has searched for tracks and nests, and stranded sea turtles, and gives the all clear for
the equipment and staff to move into the area cleared by the Wildlife Monitor.
Sargassum:
1. The timing of Sargassum removal will be determined by the Park Board Sargassum
Cleaning Policy described in the Biological Assessment. This may necessitate front
stacking of natural material, sand, and seaweed (usually heaviest between March and
July); it will only be undertaken when necessary. The seaweed will be placed on the fore
dune area adjacent to where it is removed. Sand and seaweed placement areas will
have 10-20 foot gaps every 200 feet to allow turtles to traverse these areas, to minimize
the potential of turtle nests being covered by the seaweed, and reduce fire ant
infestation.
2. Ruts in the beach created by Park Board equipment will groom and be smoothed out
each day at the end of beach maintenance activities so that turtle tracks can be better
identified and to prevent small turtles from becoming entrapped. Mechanical beach
cleaning equipment shall not penetrate the surface of the beach more than 2 inches.
Piping Plovers and Red Knots:
1. Beach maintenance should allow some seaweed to be indiscriminately left in place as it
is a primary constituent element for foraging piping plovers, particularly mid-July
through November to coincide with peak numbers of piping plovers recorded within or
near the project area.
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2. During beach maintenance activities, equipment will minimize driving below the “wet
line” on the beach to minimize disturbance of birds and protect feeding and roosting
areas.
3. The Park Board will take precautionary steps to avoid beach maintenance work on cold
mornings, when the birds may be slow to respond to fast moving beach vehicles, and
avoid working in the fore dune area after 2:00 pm to avoid loafing and resting piping
plovers.
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The Park Board of Trustees of the City of Galveston
2017 Federal Legislative Agenda
Federal Engagement in Beach Management
Galveston Island Beach Management
Support continued and regular placement of Beneficial Use of Dredged Material along the Galveston
Island coastline. Support adequate annual funding for the Continuing Authorities Program, Section 204.
Support a change to FEMA’s reimbursement policy for beneficial use beach nourishment projects.
Support continued funding of the Coastal Texas Ecosystem Protection and Restoration study to ultimately
develop specific beach nourishment projects for Galveston Island. Support continued funding for the
Corps of Engineers’ Planning Assistance to States program.

Coastal Restoration
RESTORE Act
Monitor federal implementation of the RESTORE Act to ensure continued benefit to Galveston Island.
Support efforts to secure funding for projects and programs supported by the Galveston Island Park
Board of Trustees.
Offshore Energy Exploration Revenue Sharing
Support a new offshore energy exploration revenue sharing program to replace the Coastal Impact
Assistance Program. Support increased and expedited funding to states and coastal political subdivisions
via adjustments to GOMESA.

Tourism Promotion
Lone Star Coastal National Recreation Area
Support the creation of a Lone Star Coastal National Recreation Area.
Hotel Occupancy Taxes
Oppose legislation that would exempt Internet travel brokers from paying taxes on the full room rate paid
by the consumer, thereby costing the Galveston Park Board the opportunity to collect the appropriate
Hotel Occupancy Taxes from visitors to the region.
Tourism Legislation
Support legislation that aims to increase tourism in the United States, including provisions like those in
the Jobs Originating through Launching Travel “JOLT” Act. Support the permanent reauthorization of
the BRAND USA program. Monitor any changes to travel, tourism, and customs policies that could
impact Galveston Island.

Other Issues
National Flood Insurance Program
Support efforts to improve the National Flood Insurance Program for the benefit of all participants.
Monitor FEMA’s implementation of the Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act.
Infrastructure Investment
Support new federal investment in infrastructure. Support any and all opportunities to secure funding for
the Galveston Park Board’s infrastructure investment priorities.

FEDERAL ISSUE: Galveston Island Beach Management
BACKGROUND; HOW IT MAY AFFECT THE PARK BOARD: Galveston Island is the second most
popular tourist destination in Texas. More than 6 million people visit the Island annually, generating an
estimated $880 million economic impact to the Island’s tourism industry. Thirty-two percent of all jobs
on the Island are sustained by tourism, and state and local tourism tax receipts offset the average
household tax burden by over $3,000 per household. Beaches are by far the largest attraction of visitors
to Galveston Island, delivering approximately 200 percent more beach-related visits and four times the
financial impact of its other nearest local attraction.
Galveston Island is a roughly 32-mile long barrier island with a long history of utilizing engineered
solutions to combat its chronic erosion issues. The island conditions range from accreting on the east end,
which is adjacent to the ship canal and south jetty area that provides access to the ports of Galveston,
Houston, and Texas City; to the central portion where sand is trapped in a groin field; to the south end of
the Island where sand is lost through the San Luis Pass inlet. Furthermore, there are sporadic areas of
higher erosion along the island with losses of 8 feet per year, which endangers primary evacuation routes,
as well as public and private infrastructure.
Given these factors, the Galveston Island Park Board of Trustees continues to engage with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (ACOE) on several endeavors to secure federal investment for coastal restoration.
Beneficial Use of Dredged Materials
The Corps defines Beneficial Use of Dredged Material (BUDM) as “Utilizing dredged sediments as
resource materials in productive ways which provide environmental, economic, or social benefit.” The
nourishment of beaches provides benefits in all three of these areas.
During the summer of 2015, the USACE conducted maintenance dredging of the Galveston entrance
channel and partnered with the Galveston Park Board, City of Galveston, and the Texas General Land
Office (GLO) to place approximately 600,000 cubic yards of sand within two distinct placement areas on
Galveston Island between 61st and 78th streets. The project’s location was determined by multiple
factors, including the 61st to 103rd area is the narrowest area of the seawall beach, coordination with the
Corps’ maintenance dredging schedule falling during the summer tourism season, and the untapped
economic potential of the beach area west of 61st street.
The Park Board and the City of Galveston provided $7.9 million in local funding to complete the project,
the GLO provided $2 million in state funding, and the USACE provided $15 million in federal funding.
In 2016, the Park Board, the GLO, and the Corps of Engineers signed an agreement outlining the goals of
placing additional material as available from local dredging projects on the beaches of Galveston Island in
the future.
While the Corps is expected to again dredge the ship channel in 2017, there is no available funding to
beneficially use the material at that time. The Park Board is currently working on a strategy for beneficial
use in 2019, which includes the submission of an application for RESTORE funding and/or working
through the Army Corps’ Continuing Authorities Program (CAP) Section 204 to receive a federal costshare.

Congress provides the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers with standing authorization, known as the
Continuing Authorities Programs (CAP), to respond to a variety of water resource issues without the need
to seek specific congressional authorization or funding for each project. In theory, this decreases the
amount of time required to budget, develop, and approve potential projects for construction. The CAP
204 program authorizes the Corps to restore, protect, or create habitats in connection with maintenance
dredging of an authorized federal navigation project. The Park Board has put in a request to the
Galveston District for assistance through CAP 204.
In addition, Congress passed the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act (i.e.
WRDA 2016) in December 2016. The bill creates a beneficial use of dredged material pilot program for
ten projects around the country. This may provide an additional opportunity for the Park Board to receive
federal funding assistance for future beneficial use efforts.
Beach Nourishment after a Federally Declared Storm
The Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) current policy regarding reimbursement for
beach nourishment projects following a disaster declaration may present a challenge to beneficial use
projects that do not involve direct federal participation, such as the project completed by the Park Board
in 2015. FEMA states that “sand placed on a beach from a channel maintenance project is not an eligible
beach nourishment project.” Therefore, if a storm hits the Galveston area and damages the beach, the
project may not be eligible for FEMA reimbursement funding and the local, state, and federal investment
would be lost.
In November 2015, Rep. Weber sent a letter on behalf of the Park Board to FEMA requesting the agency
reconsider this policy. FEMA responded in January 2016 by confirming the policy and clarifying that
dredged material “is not selected to meet compatibility design criteria, and the amount placed is
dependent on the amount dredged, not a design.” FEMA went on to state, however, that if an applicant
can demonstrate compliance with the eligibility requirements set forth by FEMA, they may be eligible for
assistance in some cases. FEMA also stated they would review this policy in coordination with the Army
Corps.
Coastal Texas Protection and Restoration Study
In Fiscal Year 2016, Congress provided $700,000 to the Corps to continue the Coastal Texas Protection
and Restoration study to identify potential shoreline erosion control, storm damage reduction,
environmental restoration and protection, and related improvements along the Texas Gulf Coast, from the
mouth of the Sabine River to the Rio Grande. The study received $200,000 in both FY 2014 and 2015.
Most recently, the House and Senate both included $1.825 million for the study in their respective FY
2017 Energy & Water Appropriations bills. While the study will likely receive this amount for FY 2017,
the federal government is currently operating under a Continuing Resolution through April 28, 2017 and
the appropriations process is not likely to be completed until that time.
The Coastal Texas Protection and Restoration feasibility study is broken up into four regions, each of
which requires a non-federal local sponsor to provide cost-share funds for its portion of the study. In
September 2015, the Texas GLO agreed to serve as the local sponsor and pay the local sponsor’s share of
the study. With the removal of the Houston/Galveston area from the Sabine Pass to Galveston Bay
feasibility study, the Coastal Texas Protection and Restoration feasibility study is the best option for the
development of a long-term federal partnership to nourish the beaches of Galveston Island.

Galveston Island Sand Management Plan
The Park Board worked with the Corps to develop the Galveston Island Sand Management Plan in order
to help the Park Board better understand how to address its sand deficit and develop solutions to its
unique erosion challenges. In July of 2013, funding was provided to initiate the study via the Corps’
Planning Assistance to States program (PAS), and in November 2013, the Engineer Research and
Development Center presented its findings to the Park Board. This included details about how sand
moves along the Galveston coastline, and a discussion of short and long-term beach nourishment
strategies.
In 2016, the Park Board decided to pursue additional funding through the PAS program to further develop
the Island’s Sand Management Plan. If funding is secured, it would be used to model structural solutions
to protect the west end of the Island from erosion, as well as to collect data on sand movement and rates.
In FY 2016, the PAS program was funded at $6 million, a $1 million increase from FY 2015. For FY
2017, the House included $7.5 million for PAS in its version of the Energy & Water Appropriations bill,
while the Senate included $6 million. As mentioned above, the federal government is currently operating
under a Continuing Resolution through April 28, 2017 and the appropriations process is not likely to be
completed until that time.
RECOMMENDED POSITION: Support continued and regular placement of Beneficial Use of Dredged
Material along the Galveston Island coastline. Support adequate annual funding for the Continuing
Authorities Program, Section 204. Support a change to FEMA’s reimbursement policy for beneficial use
beach nourishment projects. Support continued funding of the Coastal Texas Ecosystem Protection and
Restoration study to ultimately develop specific beach nourishment projects for Galveston Island.
Support continued funding for the Corps of Engineers’ Planning Assistance to States program.

FEDERAL ISSUE: RESTORE Act
BACKGROUND; HOW IT MAY AFFECT THE PARK BOARD: In April 2010, an explosion at the
BP-operated Deepwater Horizon oil rig caused the worst oil spill in U.S. history, with almost 5 million
barrels of oil spilling into the Gulf of Mexico.
In the summer of 2012, Congress passed the RESTORE Act, which established the Gulf Coast
Restoration Trust Fund and mandated that 80 percent of Clean Water Act (CWA) civil damages from the
spill be allocated directly to the five impacted states, including Texas.
Since the spill, BP settled with the federal government for $4.5 billion to resolve criminal charges against
it. This funding is allocated by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), as well as directed to
other trust funds. To date, NFWF has awarded over $56.5 million for 14 projects in Texas, of which
nearly $13.5 million has been for projects in the Galveston Bay area. BP also agreed to provide an
interim payment of $1 billion to repair natural resources via the Natural Resource Damage Assessment
(NRDA) process. Based on the law, this last payment is tax-deductible for the company.
A civil trial between BP and the Department of Justice (DOJ) began in 2013, and, in 2014, a U.S. District
Court judge ruled that BP was “grossly negligent” in the Deepwater Horizon spill, citing the company’s
extreme measures to cut costs despite safety risks. In January 2015, the same judge ruled that BP dumped
3.2 million barrels of oil into the Gulf during the disaster.
Meanwhile, in 2013, DOJ settled with Transocean for their role in the Deepwater Horizon spill. As a
result of the agreement, Transocean will pay $1 billion in CWA fines, resulting in the first allocation of
funding to be distributed via the RESTORE Act. From this initial settlement, Texas will receive about
one-fifth of this funding.
In July 2015, BP and DOJ reached a settlement for all federal and state claims in which BP will pay $5.5
billion over 15 years in CWA fines. BP will also pay $4.9 billion in economic claims to the Gulf states,
including $150 million to Texas; $7.1 billion (not including the $1 billion already committed by BP) in
NRDA claims, including $238 million for Texas and $350 million for region-wide claims; and
approximately $600 million to resolve the economic loss claims of local governments.
These CWA fines will flow to the Gulf States via three channels created by the RESTORE Act: Direct
Component, Council-selected projects, and the Spill Impact Component. The Department of the Treasury
is tasked with implementing the RESTORE legislation. Treasury published a final rule for the RESTORE
Act on December 14, 2015, with an effective date of February 12, 2016.
Direct Component (Bucket 1)
The Direct Component portion makes up roughly 35 percent of the total Trust Fund and is equally divided
among the five Gulf States. The RESTORE Act grants states with significant discretion as to how they
will use the funding for restoration activities. In March 2016, the Park Board submitted two applications
to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for RESTORE funding through the Director
Component. Those two projects are: 1) Routine beneficial use of material dredged from the ship channel
over a four year period; and 2) The construction of public facilities within the East End Lagoon Park and

Preserve. As of late November 2016, TCEQ had completed its review of the applications and presented
an initial draft funding list to the Governor for final review.
Council-selected Projects (Bucket 2)
The RESTORE Act also established the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council (the Council), which
is responsible for administering 60 percent of the total funding allocated to the Trust Fund. Thirty percent
of the Trust Fund is to be used by the Council to develop and fund a Comprehensive Plan for the
restoration of the entire Gulf Coast ecosystem, and the remaining thirty percent is to be distributed under
the Spill Impact Component. The Council includes the Secretaries of the Interior, Commerce,
Agriculture, the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, Secretary of the Army for Civil
Works, the head of the Coast Guard, and the Governors of each state. Project and program requests for
initial funding from the Transocean settlement under the Council’s Comprehensive Plan were due in late
2014. TCEQ Commissioner Toby Baker is former-Governor Perry’s designee.
In December 2014, the Council released the list of projects requested by all members of the Council that
will be eligible for Transocean-related RESTORE funding. TECQ submitted five projects for this initial
round of funding, and while none of them were for projects in the Galveston Bay area, there were
submitted projects for activities supported by the Park Board, such as beach renourishment and beneficial
use of dredged materials. This sets a positive precedent for future funding for shoreline restoration
projects, and provides a platform for Park Board discussions with TCEQ about projects in the Galveston
region of the Texas Gulf Coast.
In August 2015, the Council released a draft Funded Priorities List (FPL) of their selected projects. This
draft FPL proposed to fund approximately $139.6 million in restoration activities with a focus on 10
watersheds in the Gulf. It also included Category I and Category II projects, with Category I projects to
receive funding once the FPL is finalized and Category 2 projects to be considered for funding in the
future. The draft FPL includes $355,450 in Category 1 funding and $6,753,550 in Category 2 funding for
the Bayou Greenways project, as well as $968,000 in Category 1 funding for the planning of the Texas
Beneficial Use and Marsh Restoration project. Both are environmental restoration projects within the
Galveston Bay watershed.
Then, in August 2016, the Council released an update to its Comprehensive Plan, as well as a draft TenYear Funding Strategy for Gulf restoration. The Ten-Year Plan does not identify specific programs or
projects, but does anticipate that the next FPL will have a three-year development period, with all future
FPLs also operating on a three-year schedule. According to the update, spacing out FPLs will allow the
Council to include much larger projects and programs in future FPLs, as well as explore alternative
financing mechanisms, such as public-private partnerships, to support these large-scale projects.
Spill Impact Component (Bucket 3)
In September 2015, the Council released a proposed regulation to implement the Spill Impact Component
of the RESTORE Act. It includes a formula based on three criteria to determine how much funding each
state will receive. There are some concerns regarding one of the criteria, which is based on population,
because it calculate the average population for each coastal county bordering the Gulf of Mexico within a
state. Therefore, using this calculation, the Council finds that Alabama, which only has 2 coastal
counties, has the largest average population, and Texas, which has 12 coastal counties, comes in fourth.

RECOMMENDED POSITION: Monitor federal implementation of the RESTORE Act to ensure
continued benefit to Galveston Island. Support efforts to secure funding for projects and programs
supported by the Galveston Island Park Board of Trustees.

FEDERAL ISSUE: Offshore Energy Exploration Revenue Sharing
BACKGROUND; HOW IT MAY AFFECT THE PARK BOARD: There has been a decade-long history
of providing revenue to states and local governments derived from oil and gas drilling in federal waters
off the coast of those government entities.
For example, the second iteration of the Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) was created by
Congress in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and collected royalties from outer-continental shelf oil and gas
production activities from Fiscal Year 2007 to 2010. These funds were then made available to oilproducing states and political subdivisions for environmental mitigation, conservation, protection, or
restoration projects for coastal areas, as well as for planning activities related to such projects.
Unfortunately, due to the expiration of its authorization, CIAP ceased collecting revenue as of September,
2010, though the need for the program has arguably increased.
In 2006, Congress passed the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act (GOMESA) as a more permanent,
albeit imperfect, solution to revenue sharing. GOMESA created revenue sharing provisions for the four
Gulf oil and gas producing states of Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas, and their coastal
political subdivisions (CPS’s). GOMESA funds are to be used for coastal conservation, restoration and
hurricane protection. There are two phases of GOMESA revenue sharing:
Phase I: Beginning in Fiscal Year (FY) 2007, 37.5 percent of all qualified OCS revenues,
including bonus bids, rentals, and production royalty, began to be shared among the four States
and their coastal political subdivisions from new leases issued in the 181 Area in the Eastern
planning area (also known as the 224 Sale Area) and the 181 South Area. Additionally, 12.5
percent of revenues is now allocated to the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).
Phase II: The second phase of GOMESA revenue sharing began in FY 2017. It expanded the
definition of qualified OCS revenues to include receipts from Gulf leases issued either after
December 20, 2006, in the 181 Call Area, or, in 2002–2007 Gulf of Mexico Planning Areas
subject to withdrawal or moratoria restrictions. A revenue sharing cap of $500 million per year
for the four Gulf producing States, their CPS’s and the LWCF applies for fiscal years 2016
through 2055. The $500 million cap does not apply to qualified revenues generated in those areas
associated with Phase I of the GOMESA program.
Unfortunately, this limited revenue sharing has left little funding for CPS’s from GOMESA. For
example, Galveston County only received $628.41 from GOMESA in FY 2016. This funding source is
inadequate to support necessary protection and restoration activities related to the offshore drilling
industry.
Meanwhile, in the 114th Congress, Senator Cassidy (R-LA) introduced the American Energy and
Conservation Act of 2016, which would have raised the annual $500 million cap on the four Gulf states’
share of offshore drilling revenue, including Texas. The Cassidy bill would have maintained the current
37.5 percent revenue sharing for the Gulf States, but, by lifting the cap, it would have allowed additional
revenue to flow to the states each year. Under the bill, the cap would have risen to $835 million annually
beginning in 2027, dropped to $705 million annually in 2037 to stay in line with congressional budget

rules, and would have been entirely eliminated beginning in 2056, meaning after that time, there would
have been no limit on the Gulf states’ share.
The Senate brought up the bill for consideration in November 2016, but it failed a procedural vote and
was not passed. In order to be considered during the 115th Congress, the bill will need to be reintroduced.
Given that the new Congress and Administration are more amendable to offshore energy exploration, it is
likely we will see movement on this, and other related energy initiatives, in 2017.
RECOMMENDED POSITION: Support a new offshore energy exploration revenue sharing program to
replace the Coastal Impact Assistance Program. Support increased and expedited funding to states and
coastal political subdivisions via adjustments to GOMESA.

FEDERAL ISSUE: Lone Star Coastal National Recreation Area
BACKGROUND; HOW IT MAY AFFECT THE PARK BOARD: The proposed Lone Star Coastal
National Recreation Area (LNCRA) is envisioned as a way to preserve critical coastal habitat and
historical landmarks, while protecting the Upper Texas Gulf Coast from storm surge damage and
providing economic benefits to the surrounding communities. According to the National Parks
Conservation Association (NPCA), the LNCRA is "…conceived as part of an integrated, long-term flood
mitigation system, focuses on the low-lying tidal and brackish marshlands and the surrounding upland
areas….While providing flood protection benefits, the LSCNRA would also help realize the significant
potential economic value these lands have for geotourism--bird-watching, kayaking, history trails, and
hiking, and more traditional uses such as fishing and hunting… A National Recreation Area for the Upper
Texas Coast would include only those public and private land owners who voluntarily chose to
participate. It is envisioned as a non-contiguous cluster of lands, historic sites and structures within
Matagorda, Brazoria, Galveston and Chambers Counties, to be managed under a custom-built partnership
agreement between these participating land owners and the National Park Service, which provides a
coordinating presence for visitor services and tourism marketing.”
The National Park Service (NPS) manages nearly 20 national recreation areas. A national recreation area
designation was originally given to lands that surround Bureau of Reclamation reservoirs, but it has since
been used for other outdoor areas. Many are managed in cooperation with other land management
agencies, such as local, state, and federal public-private partnerships.
Congress creates national recreation areas through authorizing legislation. Although Congress may
authorize specific land uses in any type of park unit, in practice, activities that could damage or consume
resources are more often permitted in some types of units than in others. For example, Congress has not
authorized sport hunting in any national parks, whereas this activity is authorized in other types of park
units, including some national recreation areas. Similarly, other activities that are prohibited in national
parks, such as off-road vehicle use, may be allowed in national recreation areas. The recreational
activities to be allowed or prohibited for a particular national recreation area are often explicitly
authorized in the legislation to designate the national recreation area.
The clearest benefit of a national recreation area designation is the potential increase in visitors. A 2012
analysis of NPS visitor statistics shows that national recreation areas receive an average of 2.6 million
visitors per unit. In addition, some limited federal funding for such an area could be made available.
On the other hand, the costs are less clear, as authorizing legislation has not yet been drafted. However,
the NPCA has stated the following regarding how maintenance of the LSCNRA may be paid for: “The
business plan for the LSCNRA is tailored to an era of fiscal reform and restraint and, by relying on
creative funding tools including philanthropy, recreation fees, and other revenue sources, will minimize
use of public sector funding. Partners are anticipated to continue providing funding at current levels for
their own sites but are under no obligation to increase expenditures.”
The NPCA lists as partners in this endeavor Brazoria, Chambers, and Matagorda counties, the cities of
Bay City, Freeport, and Galveston, as well as several other organizations.
RECOMMENDED POSITION: Support the creation of a Lone Star Coastal National Recreation Area.

FEDERAL ISSUE: Hotel Occupancy Taxes
BACKGROUND; HOW IT MAY AFFECT THE PARK BOARD: In the 111th and 113th Congresses,
attempts were made to insert language into various pieces of legislation that would have exempted online
travel companies (Expedia, Travelocity, etc.) from remitting the full bed tax rate collected from
consumers to the appropriate local government. For instance, if an online travel broker were to pay $60
for a room in Galveston and then sell that room to a consumer for $100, they would be able to, under the
proposal, only remit $6 dollars to the local government instead of $10 (using a 10 percent bed tax for
illustrative purposes).
In April 2013, 173 cities in Texas won a class action lawsuit against 11 online travel companies (OTCs).
A U.S. District judge ruled that OTCs must adhere to local ordinances that require taxes be paid on the
full retail price of hotel rooms they sell to consumers, rather than the wholesale rate paid to the hotel, and
were liable for the difference over the past decade. The penalties and interest owed on the back taxes is
estimated to be over $55 million. However, in 2014, a California Court of Appeals upheld a previous
ruling in favor of OTC’s and decided that the City of San Francisco’s TOT ordinance can only be applied
on the amount originally charged by a hotel or similar proprietor for a room. The court ruled that OTC’s
are not liable to remit TOT’s on the fees they then impose when a consumer books a room through their
websites.
These examples demonstrate how courts across the country have ruled differently on this issue over the
past few years, which has led online travel purveyors to continue seeking federal legislation that would
codify their goal of not remitting taxes on the price of the hotel room paid by the consumer. In 2012,
several of these online discount travel brokers (including Expedia, Orbitz, and Priceline) organized and
registered to lobby under a new organization called the “Interactive Travel Services Association,” whose
purpose is to advocate on several issues, including “taxes and fees related to travel.”
In May 2013, Expedia and other online hotel room purveyors attempted to amend the Marketplace
Fairness Act to achieve their transient occupancy tax objectives. Ultimately, this effort was unsuccessful
and the bill passed the Senate without this language.
The Park Board also oversees the Galveston Island Convention and Visitors Bureau, which promotes
Galveston as a premier destination. The organization is primarily funded by Hotel Occupancy Tax
revenue and beach user fees. Over 57 percent of the Park Board’s operating revenue is funded by a
portion of City of Galveston and State Hotel Occupancy Taxes, and if legislation of this type were to be
passed by Congress, it could mean a significant loss of revenue. For Fiscal Year 2015, the Park Board
collected more than $10 million in hotel occupancy taxes. This level of funding underscores the
importance of this revenue source and the need to ensure it is not constrained by detrimental legislation.
RECOMMENDED POSITION: Oppose legislation that would exempt Internet travel brokers from
paying taxes on the full room rate paid by the consumer, thereby costing the Galveston Park Board the
opportunity to collect the appropriate Hotel Occupancy Taxes from visitors to the region.

FEDERAL ISSUE: Tourism Legislation
BACKGROUND; HOW IT MAY AFFECT THE PARK BOARD: Tourism research has shown that the
cumbersome process of getting approved for travel to the United States is a major deterrent for foreign
travelers, causing some in Congress to seek legislation to resolve such issues and promote international
tourism.
JOLT Act
Many members of Congress continue to recognize the importance of tourism to the U.S. economy as a
creator of domestic jobs immune to outsourcing. In April of 2015, Rep. Joseph Heck (R-NV) introduced
the Jobs Originating through Launching Travel, or “JOLT” Act (H.R. 1401). Then, in September of
2015, Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY) introduced nearly identical legislation under the same name in
the Senate (S. 2091). These bills would have expanded the Visa Waiver Program to more countries,
created a pilot fee-based premium processing service to expedite visa interview appointments, provided
public notice of available visa application appointments during off-peak travel seasons, initiated a pilot
program to test the use of secure videoconferencing for visa interviews, and adjusted refusal rate criteria.
In order to alleviate illegal immigration and homeland security concerns, the bills also included additional
safeguards, such as limiting the visa overstay rate and revising probationary and termination provisions
for countries in the program.
By expanding and streamlining the visa process, these bills would reduce barriers and increase
international travel to destinations in the United States, such as Galveston Island. The bills had bipartisan
support with 112 cosponsors in the House (58D, 54R) and 16 cosponsors (10D, 6R) in the Senate. These
bills were not passed prior to the end of the 114th Congress, however, which means they would need to be
reintroduced in the 115th Congress in order to be considered.
Brand USA
During a 2014 House Energy and Commerce Committee hearing on tourism, witnesses testified that
Congress should permanently reauthorize the Brand USA program, a public-private partnership created
by the Travel Promotion Act of 2009, which actively markets the United States as a tourist destination
internationally. Research on the efficacy of Brand USA indicates that since its implementation, the
program has brought 1.1 million additional visitors to the United States. This has resulted in $3.4 billion
in additional visitor spending, supported 53,000 new U.S. jobs, and generated nearly $1 billion in federal,
local, and state tax revenue. Brand USA is also an attractive program, as funding for the program does
not cost the U.S. taxpayers money. Instead, money for the program is collected from the Visa Waiver
Program, with the remainder of program funds coming from private tourist-related industries.
In 2014, the Travel Promotion, Enhancement, and Modernization Act of 2014 (H.R. 4450 and S. 2250)
was introduced in both the House and Senate to reauthorize Brand USA through Fiscal Year 2020. Both
pieces of legislation enjoyed significant bipartisan support, and the House passed their bill
overwhelmingly by a vote of 347 to 57 in July 2014. Although the Senate did not taken action on the bill,
House and Senate leaders agreed to include a five-year reauthorization of Brand USA in the FY 2015
omnibus appropriations bill. This will keep the program authorized through Fiscal Year 2020, and
provided a significant victory at the close of the 113th Congress. If the program continues its success,
legislation could be introduced to permanently reauthorize the program, something for which many in the
tourism industry have advocated.

RECOMMENDED POSITION: Support legislation that aims to increase tourism in the United States,
including provisions like those in the Jobs Originating through Launching Travel “JOLT” Act. Support
the permanent reauthorization of the BRAND USA program. Monitor any changes to travel, tourism,
and customs policies that could impact Galveston Island.

FEDERAL ISSUE: National Flood Insurance Program
BACKGROUND; HOW IT MAY AFFECT THE PARK BOARD: In 1968, Congress established the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to address the nation’s flood exposure and challenges inherent
in financing and managing flood risks in the private sector. Private insurance companies at the time
claimed that the flood peril was uninsurable and, therefore, could not be underwritten in the private
insurance market. A three-prong floodplain management and insurance program was created to (1)
identify areas across the nation most at risk of flooding; (2) minimize the economic impact of flooding
events through floodplain management ordinances; and (3) provide flood insurance to individuals and
businesses.
Until 2005, the NFIP was self-supporting, as policy premiums and fees covered expenses and claim
payments. Today, the program is roughly $25 billion in debt due to a number of large storms.
In mid-2012, Congress passed, and the President signed, the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Act
(BW12), a 5-year reauthorization of the NFIP that attempted to restore the program to firmer financial
footing by making a number of changes to the program that impacts the Island’s residents. Then, in early
2014, the Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act (HFIAA), was enacted in an attempt to address
some of the so-called unintended consequences of BW12.
While HFIAA delayed many of the premium increases implemented by BW12, in the long run, the only
real difference between rate increases envisioned by the two bills is that HFIAA reinstated
grandfathering. This provision originally ended by BW12 allows property owners to pay flood insurance
rates based on original risk, not that which is determined by new community flood maps.
Authorization of the NFIP expires September 30, 2017, which means the 115th Congress will need to
address the program this year. Reauthorization will likely include reforms to the NFIP.
HFIAA Implementation
While it is unclear if Congress can successfully address the shortcomings in HIFIAA during the
remainder of the 114th Congress, FEMA will continue to spend significant time implementing the
legislation. This includes creating a Flood Insurance Advocate, allowing for option high-deductible
policies for residential properties, communicating full flood risk determinations to property owners
regardless of whether their premiums reflect such risk, implementing changes to how FEMA handles map
revisions, completing a study of community-based flood insurance options, attempting to secure
reinsurance of coverage provided by the NFIP from private markets, providing refunds to pre-FIRM
primary homeowners who overpaid due to BW12, providing guidelines for property owners describing
alternative means of flood mitigation, other than elevation, that can reduce flood risk and inform property
owners about how mitigation can lower premiums, completing an Affordability Study and a “Draft
Affordability Framework,” allowing for the monthly payment of flood insurance premiums, and reporting
to Congress on the number of annual policy premiums that exceed one percent of the total coverage
provided by the policy.
Meanwhile, effective April 1, 2016, the first significant wave of NFIP rate increases resulting from
HFIAA will be instituted. As noted above, HFIAA called for the NFIP to limit rate increases to no more
than 18 percent for any one policy with exceptions. However, FEMA has interpreted HFIAA to allow for

the total amount charged to the policyholder to increase an average of 19.8 percent for all 5.5 million
FEMA policies and an increase of 37 percent for certain policies.
The most notable exception is that older non-primary residences and older business properties will
continue to see annual increases of up to 25 percent. However, because of a new mandatory $250
surcharge on certain properties, some may see a premium increase of 37 percent as of April 1, 2015.
This new mandatory surcharge and the Federal Policy fee found on every FEMA flood insurance policy
are not considered premiums by FEMA, and thus are not subject to the limitations described in the
HFIAA. FEMA has admitted that as a result, the increase in the total amount charged to a policy may
exceed 18 percent.
Affordability Study
In 2015, the National Academy of Sciences released two reports on Affordability of National Flood
Insurance Program Premiums. Overall the reports unfortunately left many questions unanswered,
indicating that many decisions must be made by policy makers (Congress, in this case) and that the
report’s specific and clear guidance is limited due to a lack of data.
The reports focus in a highly technical manner on examining options for providing premium assistance to
certain NFIP policyholders and suggest tying such assistance to mitigation grants or loans. Specifically,
the second report found that “linking mitigation with premium assistance can lead to property owners
having a cost effective combination of mitigation and insurance coverage.” The reports do not simply
suggest ways to arbitrarily lower flood insurance policy costs across the board.
Now that the affordability study is complete, FEMA is expected to propose an affordability framework to
Congress within 18 months (by the summer of 2017). Based on these reports, that framework will likely
include some form of premium assistance and mitigation efforts.
115th Congressional Approach
With the Congress having just convened and a number of pressing issues on which to focus in the first
months of 2017, it is unclear how high of a priority significant changes to the NFIP will be. However, we
expect the House Financial Services Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance to thoroughly discuss and
likely produce legislation to reauthorize the program. In January, majority members of the Subcommittee
met privately to discuss flood insurance reform/reauthorization. Among those issues that were discussed
were the following interesting and/or concerning issues:
1) They suggested “phas[ing] out over time NFIP coverage for those residential and commercial
structures over the maximum allowable coverage limits in replacement cost value,” meaning that
higher value homes that would cost more than $250,000 to rebuild would not be eligible for
coverage under the NFIP. This is tremendously concerning for tourism-reliant communities like
Galveston.
2) The Committee believes simply ensuring the continuation of the NFIP is important (not a trivial
point).
3) The Committee will seek to “actively manage NFIP financial risks” while placing the NFIP on
“sound fiscal footing” but did not offer additional detail as to what that may mean. We hope that
does not portend significant rate increases.
4) Greater consumer choice = increase in private flood insurance opportunities.

5) The Committee suggested repealing the mandatory coverage requirement for commercial
properties.
6) They also suggested several promising efforts to both improve transparency and rate-setting.
7) Also discussed requiring an NFIP working group to develop map standards so communities can
develop their own flood maps.
The Senate has yet to act in any formal or informal way and is likely to approach NFIP reauthorization
much more slowly and cautiously.
RECOMMENDED POSITION: Support efforts to improve the National Flood Insurance Program for
the benefit of all participants. Monitor FEMA’s implementation of the Homeowner Flood Insurance
Affordability Act.

FEDERAL ISSUE: Infrastructure Investment
BACKGROUND; HOW IT MAY AFFECT THE PARK BOARD: Traditionally, Congress has invested
in infrastructure via a number of methods, primarily through legislation or programs like transportation
authorizations, Federal Aviation Administration authorizations, revolving loan funds, through the tax
code via bond programs, or earmarks prior to 2009. The last big influx of new and unexpected
investment in infrastructure occurred via the 2009 Stimulus bill, which, among other things provided
$105.3 billion for infrastructure, including $48.1 billion on transportation, $18 billion on water,
environment, and public lands, and the remainder on government buildings, telecommunications and
broadband, and energy infrastructure.
Recently however, federal funding for infrastructure still fell to a 30-year low as a share of Gross
Domestic Product. The American Society of Civil Engineers said in its latest report that $3.6 trillion was
needed to bring all segments of U.S. infrastructure up to a state of good repair.
In response, the Trump Administration has made bold promises to invest $1 trillion in infrastructure over
ten years. President-elect Donald Trump has given few details about his plans, but has said he would like
the private sector to provide much of it. He has also indicated funding could be available not just for
roads and bridges, but also for airports, schools and hospitals.
The most detailed plan, authored by Wilbur Ross, the nominee for Commerce Secretary, and economist
Peter Navarro, suggests there will be $1 trillion in "cost-neutral" investment funded mostly with
repatriated foreign corporate income. More specifically, Trump has proposed reducing the rate
companies would pay to bring cash held overseas by U.S. corporations to 10 percent, down from 35
percent. Those companies then could invest in infrastructure projects, benefit from a new 82 percent tax
credit and effectively erase their 10 percent repatriation tax.
However, simply lowering the cost of money with tax credits to investors may not entice the kind of
investment suggested because local governments already have access to the municipal bond market,
which benefits from the lowest financing costs in more than 50 years. The Congressional Budget Office
reported in 2015 that just 26 private-investment projects were completed or underway nationwide.
Meanwhile, the Trump Administration and Congress will also have to decide whether to allow investment
in new projects or on upgrading existing infrastructure. Private investors are more likely to invest if they
can make a profit. That often means tolls on roads and bridges, rate increases on water infrastructure, or
property taxes on other projects. That becomes more difficult for environmental improvements or
projects located in more rural areas. Finally, voters have shown a reluctance to accept tolling on existing
infrastructure.
Finally, Congress has yet to formally weigh in on infrastructure investment, but could suggest using
repatriated tax revenue to finance an infrastructure bank. The concept, which is not new, revolves around
Congress appropriating some relatively small amount of money that is managed by a board to select
projects of regional or national significance. Loans from the bank would generally be matched by private
investments or by local governments. But, to pay back the loans, projects would likely have to generate
revenue.

While it is unclear how this discussion will progress during the 115th Congress, it is possible that new
infrastructure investment opportunities could be created and used to fund a variety of tourism-related
projects on Galveston Island.
RECOMMENDED POSITION: Support new federal investment in infrastructure. Support any and all
opportunities to secure funding for the Galveston Park Board’s infrastructure investment priorities.
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To Restore and Protect the Texas Coast and
Natural Resources, the State of Texas
needs to:
Support Implementation of the RESTORE Act in Texas with
a focus of benefitting the Texas coast and targeting the
restoration of beach and dune systems.
Support the development of a dedicated and recurring
funding source for the CEPRA program administered by the
General Land Office, with consideration given to inflation
adjustments.
Support increased coordination between the Texas Division of Emergency
Management (TDEM), and FEMA to ensure Public Assistance funding eligibility for
Beneficial Use of Dredged Material (BUDM) projects constructed by non-federal project
partners along the entire Texas coast.
Support State officials in their efforts to coordinate and work with their counterparts
in Washington DC to implement the necessary actions to ensure a more equitable,
affordable and efficient windstorm (TWIA) insurance program for the entire Texas gulf
coast.
Support the Concept of Surge Protection / Suppression for the entire Texas
coast through the development of locally preferred plans to protect areas of national
economic and/or environmental significance.
Support State officials’ and the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers efforts to complete
the 18 county Coastal Texas Protection and Restoration Feasibility Study.
Seek TxDOT sponsorship and funding for the re-opening of the San Bernard River
and potential beneficial use material obtained through maintenance dredging (BUDM).
Support coastal projects and programs at the local level that serve to protect and
enhance the Texas coast, improve coastal planning, and help protect native species.

Support of ASBPA national issues at the State level.
For additional information, contact Texas Chapter President
Jerry Mohn (mohn@jerrymohn.com)

What to Expect During Construction


Construction expected to proceed from east to west
 Up to four months to complete
 As work progresses, beach will be fenced off in
increments
 Construction will be 12 hours/day, 7 days/week
 Equipment on beach will primarily be bulldozers and
dump trucks
 Beach sand may include some incidental shell and
small clay balls
 Sand will initially be darker, but will bleach over time

What to Expect After Construction


Waves will smooth the beach from the
“construction” template to the “design template,”
giving the appearance that the beach is rapidly
eroding.
Construction Template
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What to Expect After Construction


As beach is smoothed by waves, a temporary “scarp”
(step) will form along the water’s edge. The scarp will
gradually disappear.

Scarp

Texas Chapter of the ASBPA
Date: March 8, 2017

Time: Lunch Starts 11:30 AM

Location: Sholz Garden, 1607 San Jacinto, Austin, Texas; see: http://www.scholzgarten.com/
Map and Directions:
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1607+San+Jacinto+Blvd,+Austin,+TX+78701/@30.2776765,97.7385102,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8644b59f4aa1f961:0xf949f0f1ff91ef93!8m2!3d30.2776765!4
d-97.7363215
Host: Texas Chapter of the ASBPA
Lunch Sponsor: AECOM, see: http://www.aecom.com/

Agenda – Meeting begins 12:15 PM
Jerry Mohn -

Call meeting to Order.
Introduce Board, Officers, and corporate sponsors

Introduce Elected Officials, City Official


Presentations:




GLO Commissioner George P. Bush – Keynote - GLO active coastal programs
Senator Larry Taylor (pending) - Windstorm Insurance and SB 1000
Representative Wayne Faircloth – Legislative Update

Newsletter:

Cris Weber – Chair

Symposium: Symposium, April 25, Port Aransas, TX, at the University of Texas Austin Marine Science
Institute
Legislative Agenda: John Lee – Chair
ASBPA Fall Conference
 Fort Lauderdale, Fl. National Coastal Conference, October 24 – 27, 2017, at the Greater Fort
Lauderdale/Broward County Convention Center
see: http://asbpa.org/conferences/future-meetings/
Next Texas Chapter Meeting:
 Symposium, April 25 at University of Texas Austin Marine Science Institute, Port Aransas
Adjournment

ASBPA Texas Chapter 2017 Symposium

“Comprehensive Texas Shorelines”

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
Due March 31st, 2017
ASBPA Texas Chapter announces the Call for Abstracts for their 2016
Symposium, which will be held on April 25, 2017 at the UTMSI Visitor Center
Auditorium, Port Aransas, Texas.
Technical and policy-oriented abstracts are invited for a broad range of coastal
issues related to changes in coastal ecology, science, engineering, economics,
and policy.
• Due date for abstracts is March 31st (Friday). Submit one-page abstracts as
PDF or Word documents to:
• cris.weber@freese.com or jace.tunnell@austin.utexas.edu.
• Topic must be related to aims and goals of ASBPA and must be about the Texas
coast.
• Abstract should include: name(s) of author(s), affiliation and email address.
• Each abstract will be evaluated by a diverse team of coastal researchers.

Program
The oral program will include 15 to 20-minute presentations along with poster
presentations, as space permits. All oral presentations will be in Powerpoint
format, posters will be in a 3-ft x 4-ft format. Poster sessions will occur after the
oral presentations.

Venue
Visitor Center Auditorium

University of Texas at Austin Marine Science Institute
750 Channel View Drive, Port Aransas, TX 78373
https://goo.gl/maps/hnwBj

ASBPA Texas Chapter 2017 Symposium
Texas Chapter

ASBPA

AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

“Comprehensive Texas Shorelines”

Preservation Through Cooperation

Field Trip Announcement

There will be a field trip on Monday, April 24, 2017 starting at The
University of Texas Marine Science Institute in Port Aransas, TX, in
conjunction with the 2017 Coastal Symposium.
This trip will be led by Richard “Skip” Davis and Jim Gibeaut, with some helpers. It will begin at
UTMSI and will cover the northern portion of Padre Island. We would like to know how many
people are interested in attending, so please let us know your availability. For more information
and to confirm your participation, please contact:
cris.weber@freese.com or rdavis@usf.edu

